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The UK has a shortage of skilled hydrographic surveyors, which poses a threat to our industry. The UK
Centre for Seabed Mapping (CSM) Education and Research Working Group (ERWG) is leading the
initiative to encourage more trained people into the industry.

The UK CSM Bursary Scheme is designed to support the next generation of hydrographic surveyors in the
United Kingdom and Ireland and will be administered by the Hydrographic Society UK & Ireland (THS:UKI).

The aims of the UK CSM Bursary Scheme are to help address the skills gap, by raising awareness of
hydrographic surveying training; attracting more applicants to the few remaining programmes of study;
providing financial assistance to students and early career professionals, particularly those from under-
represented groups, pursuing tertiary level education in the hydrography sector.

Bursary Value

Abursary of £10,000 is available for students undertaking studies in Hydrographic Surveying at University
of Plymouth, UCL and the University of Glasgow.

Eligibility Criteria
To be considered for the bursary, applicants must fulfil the following requirements.
1. Applicants must be a legal resident of the United Kingdom at the time of application.

2. Applicants must demonstrate a genuine desire to become hydrographic surveyors after the
period of study being supported by the bursary.

3. Applicants to the bursary should be enrolled in or in receipt of an offer or show proof of
application to one of the following programmes:

e Msc Geospatial Science Hydrographic Surveying at UCL
e Msc Hydrography at University of Plymouth
e Msc Land and Hydrographic Surveying at University of Glasgow.

4. Applicants mustbecome a member of The Hydrographic Society UK and Ireland (THS:UKI) for the
duration of the period of study.

5. Applicants must not be in receipt of any other bursary or industry financial support.

6. Applicants must demonstrate a willingness to act as an ambassador for the hydrographic

profession.
UK CSM is administered by UK CSM Bursary is administered by
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Timelines

August 1% - Application deadline
August 2" — August 31, Application assessment period

September 1% - Announcement and award of bursaries.

Application and Assessment Process

The selection process will be managed by a panel of industry experts and academic leads to ensure a
merit-based distribution of funds.

Phase One: Submission Applicants must provide a digital application. This includes:
1. ACVand any relevant certificates and transcripts.

2. Personal statement of 500 words detailing their motivation. career goals and a technical
summary of their intended area of study, specifically focusing on its relevance to the UK and Irish
hydrographic survey industries.

3. Two letters of recommendation, from academics or professionals
Phase Two: Scoring and Evaluation Applications will be scored against three primary pillars.
1. Academic Merit: which evaluates previous performance and potential.

2. Motivation and industry vision: which looks for motivation and an understanding of modern
hydrographic challenges and opportunities.

3. Contribution to the field: which looks at how the recipient aims to apply the qualifications gained
after completion of the programme.

Phase Three: Interview and Selection

Applicants will be shortlisted and the finalists will participate in a short interview with the bursary
committee. In addition to establishing the suitability of the applicant for an award, the interview
will assess the candidate’s communication skills and their willingness to act as an ambassador
for the hydrographic profession.

Terms and Grant Maintenance

An award-holder may be required to repay all, or part of the award, as may be considered reasonable by
THS:UKI, if they do not complete the agreed programme of study for any reason.

Award holders may be expected to take part in activities that promote the UK CSM Bursary Scheme. This
may include activity on social media, traditional media and on the website of THS:UKI.

Award holders must complete a report at the end of the year of study, stating how the award has helped
them in their career. This information may be used in literature to promote the value of the UK CSM
Bursary Scheme and provide feedback to those who support it.

Recognition of the award should be made wherever possible. Wording such as ‘Supported by the UK CSM
Bursary Scheme' would suffice.

Award holders are required to submit a 1,000 word technicalreport or blog post at the end of their funding
period to be shared with the wider hydrographic community (e.g. in the THS:UKI Soundings publication).

For further information and how to apply, please email manager@ths-uki.org




